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Overview

▪ Horizon Europe 

▪ International Cooperation in Horizon Europe: 

Med Initiative & Africa Initiative II

▪ Real-life examples

▪ Evaluation of proposals  
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THE EU

RESEARCH&
INNOVATION
PROGRAMME 2021 – 27
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Political agreement December 2020
€ billion in current prices

25.0

53.5

13.6

3.4

Excellent Science

Global challenges and European ind. comp.

Innovative Europe

Widening Part and ERA

Horizon Europe Budget: €95.5 billion (2021-2027)
(including €5.4 billion from NGEU – Next Generation Europe – programme of EU for Recovery 

from COVID-19 crisis)
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● Implemented through Work Programmes which set out funding opportunities

mainly through calls for proposals.



International Cooperation in R&I

Global approach to Research and Innovation

*COM(2021) 252
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International Cooperation in Horizon Europe

* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE

Research 

actions

Development 

actions

SPECIFIC 

PROGRAMME: 

EUROPEAN 

DEFENCE FUND
Fusion

Joint Research 

Center

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation 

Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS

• Health

• Culture, Creativity & 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space

• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture & 

Environment

C
lu

s
te

rs
Joint Research Centre

Exclusive focus on 

defence research 

& development
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● Horizon Europe is implemented through work programmes which set out funding 

opportunities mainly through calls for proposals.

● A call for proposal will normally contain one or more topics with a common deadline. 

The budget of the call is distributed among topics. Where topics share a budget 

envelope, proposals for these topics will be competing against each other and will result 

in a single ranking list. 

● Applicants apply to a specific call and topic.

● Each topic to which applicants can apply will include:

● The topic scope

● The topic expected outcome 

● The expected impact of the destination to which the topic belongs

● The type of action 

● The topic budget (or budget shared by group of topics)

Horizon Europe Work Programme
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Horizon Europe – Who is eligible for funding?

EU COUNTRIES

● Member States (MS) 

including their outermost 

regions.

● The Overseas Countries 

and Territories (OCTs) 

linked to the MS.

NON-EU COUNTRIES

● Countries associated to 

Horizon Europe (AC).

● Low and Middle Income

Countries: see HE 

Programme Guide. 

● Other countries when 

announced in the call or 

exceptionally if their 

participation is essential.

SPECIFIC CASES

● Affiliated entities established in 

countries eligible for funding.

● EU bodies 

● International organisations (IO):  

● International European research 

organisations are eligible for  funding.

● Other IO are not eligible (only 

exceptionally if participation is essential)

● IO in a MS or AC are eligible for funding 

for Training and mobility actions and 

when announced in the call conditions.8

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf


• Flagging of call topics specifically relevant for International Cooperation in the Work 

Programmes, e.g. in:

─ Strategic thematic areas (topics)

─ Geographical areas (countries/regions)

─ Multilateral initiatives

─ Collaboration with key partners

• WP 23-24: 22% International Cooperation-flagged topics; see Funding & Tenders Portal

– filter for International Cooperation

• Cooperation with Africa and MED under the HE ‘Africa Initiative’ and new 

‘Mediterranean Initiative’.

International Cooperation in Horizon Europe

Targeted international cooperation actions

9

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=EC-WORLD;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


International cooperation in Horizon Europe 
Work Programme 2023-24

Clusters
Topics

total

Topics 

(ex. Other 

Actions)

Topics for which 

International Cooperation is 

encouraged

No. %

Cluster 1: Health 53 44 7 16%

Cluster 2: Culture, creativity and inclusive society 66 56 15 27%

Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society 44 42 9 21%

Cluster 4: Digital Industry and Space 159 130 22 17%

Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility 219 191 38 20%

Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural resources, agriculture, and environment 189 179 51 28%

Total 730 642 141 22%
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Mediterranean Initiative

• The Horizon Europe work programme 2023-2024 includes 37 topics with a budget of ~€350 MEUR under 

Calls for Proposals that are particularly relevant for cooperation with the Mediterranean region. 

• This contributes to the R&I Roadmaps on the three priorities for EU-Mediterranean cooperation in research 

and innovation adopted at the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) R&I Ministerial of 27 June 2022 on:

• The calls for proposals, open in different Work Programme parts, encourage the participation of 

Mediterranean entities. 

In the Work Programme of Horizon Europe 2023 

- 2024
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Mediterranean Initiative
In the Work Programme of Horizon Europe 2023-

2024

12

59%

41%

Total

2023

2024

Climate Change 16

Health 2

others 2

Renewable energy 2

Grand Total 22

Open by January 2023



1. Health
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Topic Identifier Opening Deadline Topic Title ToA

HORIZON-HLTH-2023-CARE-08-01 12-01-2023 13-04-2023 European Partnership on Personalised Medicine Horizon Programme Cofund Actions 

HORIZON-HLTH-2023-DISEASE-07-01 12-01-2023 19-09-2023 European Partnership on Rare Diseases Horizon Programme Cofund Actions 



2. Renewable energies 
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Topic Identifier Opening Deadline Topic Title ToA

HORIZON-CL5-2023-D2-01-01 13-12-2022 18-04-2023
Technologies for sustainable, cost-efficient and low carbon footprint 
downstream processing & production of battery-grade materials (Batt4EU 
Partnership)

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL5-2023-D3-01-04 13-12-2022 30-03-2023 Solar Systems for Industrial Process Heat and Power HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL5-2024-D3-01-13 12-09-2023 16-01-2024 DC and AC/DC hybrid transmission and distribution systems HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL5-2024-D3-02-06 7-05-2024 5-09-2024 Innovative, Community-Integrated PV systems HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL5-2024-D3-02-07 7-05-2024 5-09-2024 Resource Efficiency of PV in Production, Use and Disposal HORIZON-CSA



2. Climate Change
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Topic Identifier Opening Deadline Topic Title ToA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-BIODIV-01-17 22-12-2022 28-03-2023
Interlinkages between biodiversity loss and degradation of 
ecosystems and the emergence of zoonotic diseases

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-BIODIV-01-3 22-12-2022 28-03-2023
Interdisciplinary assessment of changes affecting terrestrial and 
freshwater ecosystems, building on observation programmes

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-CircBio-01-4 22-12-2022 28-03-2023
Land-based bioprospecting and production of bioactive 
compounds and functional materials for multiple bio-based value 
chains

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-CircBio-01-6 22-12-2022 28-03-2023 Bio-based solutions for humanitarian applications HORIZON-CSA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-CLIMATE-01-2 22-12-2022 12-04-2023
Improve the reliability and effectiveness of alternative water 
resources supply systems and technologies 

HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-CLIMATE-01-3 22-12-2022 12-04-2023
Ocean and coastal waters carbon- and biodiversity-rich 
ecosystems and habitats in Europe and the Polar Regions

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-CLIMATE-01-6 22-12-2022 12-04-2023
Analysing fossil-energy dependence in agriculture to increase 
resilience against input price fluctuations

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-FARM2FORK-01-
15

22-12-2022 12-04-2023 Fostering resilient European food systems in a changing world HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-FARM2FORK-01-
17

22-12-2022 12-04-2023

EU-African Union cooperation – linking the activities of the Food 
and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) 
partnership and those of the Pan-African Network for Economic 
Analysis of Policies (PANAP)

HORIZON-CSA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-FARM2FORK-01-
18

22-12-2022 12-04-2023
Support for the implementation of a sustainable platform for the 
EU-African Union cooperation under the Food and Nutrition 
Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership

HORIZON-CSA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-FARM2FORK-01-
19

22-12-2022 12-04-2023
Support to the markets and trade of agroecological food products 
under the Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 
(FNSSA) partnership

HORIZON-IA
15



2. Climate Change
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Topic Identifier Opening Deadline Topic Title ToA
HORIZON-CL6-2023-FARM2FORK-01-20 22-12-2022 12-04-2023 EU-Africa Union – food safety HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-2 22-12-2022 28-03-2023
Integrated assessment and monitoring of emerging pollutants in the marine 
environment

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2023-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-7 22-12-2022 28-03-2023
Strategies to prevent and reduce plastic packaging pollution from the food 
system

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-MISS-2023-OCEAN-SOIL-01-01 17-01-2023 20-09-2023
Mission Ocean and Waters and Mission A Soil Deal for Europe – Joint 
demonstration of approaches and solutions to address nutrient pollution in 
the landscape-river-sea system in the Mediterranean sea basin

HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-MISS-2023-SOIL-01-04 17-01-2023 20-09-2023 Innovations to prevent and combat desertification HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-BIODIV-01-8 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
Conservation and protection of carbon-rich and biodiversity-rich forest 
ecosystems

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-6 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
Ocean models for seasonal to decadal regional climate impacts and 
feedbacks

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-01-10 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
EU-African Union cooperation on agroforestry management for climate 
change adaptation and mitigation

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-01-11 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
EU-African Union – towards climate-neutral, social just fair trade food 
systems

HORIZON-RIA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-6-
two-stage

17-10-2023 17-09-2024
Minimising climate impact on fisheries: mitigation and adaptation solutions 
for future climate regimes

HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-7-
two-stage

17-10-2023 17-09-2024
Minimising climate impact on aquaculture: mitigation and adaptation 
solutions for future climate regimes 

HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-1 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
Demonstrating how regions can operate within safe ecological and regional 
nitrogen and phosphorus boundaries

HORIZON-IA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-2 17-10-2023 22-02-2024
Best available techniques to recover or recycle fertilising products from 
secondary raw materials

HORIZON-CSA

HORIZON-CL6-2024-GOVERNANCE-01-1 17-10-2023 28-02-2024
Additional activities for the European Partnership for a climate 
neutral, sustainable and productive Blue Economy

Horizon Programme Cofund Actions 16
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EU-Africa cooperation

in Research & Innovation (R&I)

• As a strategic partner, the EU seeks to enhance cooperation with Africa to promote actions targeted to finding locally 

adapted solutions to global challenges, that often hit Africa hardest.

• The Comprehensive EU strategy with Africa and the Global Approach to Research & Innovation (R&I) are the EU’s most 

recent policy initiatives that prioritise R&I as a key dimension of sustainable development. 

─ The Comprehensive EU Strategy with Africa proposes to scale up the EU’s academic and scientific cooperation with Africa,

with a view to creating prosperous knowledge societies in both continents. 

─ The EU Global Approach to R&I foresees special openness vis-à-vis African countries that wish to thrive as knowledge-

based economies and accelerate their sustainable and inclusive development.

• The AU-EU High Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) (est. 2010) is the policy forum 

where regular exchanges on R&I policy take place and where long-term priorities to strengthen cooperation are established. 

Under its aegis, the first ever AU-EU R&I Ministerial Meeting took place in July 2020, establishing the 4 joint priorities of 

the AU-EU cooperation in R&I:

https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/system/files/communication-eu-africa-strategy-join-2020-4-final_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_2465
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/eu-africa-cooperation/governance-structure-hlpd_en
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• Announced during the 6th EU-AU Summit –

A joint vision for 2030 of February 2022, 

it aims to support Africa for a strong, inclusive, 

green and digital recovery.

Budget: 150 BEUR. 

• 3 flagship initiatives foreseen for Science, 

Technology and Innovation: 

(1) AU-EU Innovation Agenda

(2) Earth observation and Space

(3) Regional Centres of Excellence in the 

area of Green Transition

18
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The Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda

Short-, medium-

and long-term set of 

actions, according to four 

joint priority areas:

i. Public Health

ii. Green Transition

iii. Innovation & 

Technology

iv. Capacities for Science

+ the additional

v. Cross-cutting issues

Mapping of gaps

& needs for each

priority area

4 objectives:

For building stronger value chains for sustainable growth and decent jobs

• Working document of the AU-EU Innovation Agenda drafted through a comprehensive concerted “Team Africa-Europe” work, involving 

AU and the EU Member States and Commissions, under the AU-EU High-Level Policy Dialogue (HLPD) on Science, Technology and 

Innovation (STI). 

• Published on 14 February 2022, under public consultation until 30 June 2022, further discussed with Stakeholders over a ‘Stakeholder 

Dialogue Process’ throughout the year 2022, culminated in the AU-EU Innovation Agenda Stakeholder Event in November 2022

in Nairobi.  

• Final version of the Agenda prepared through a continued concerted “Team Africa-Europe”, building on the

feedback and input received from Stakeholders. Currently in the process of adoption. 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-02/final_au-eu_ia_14_february.pdf
https://aueu-innovationagenda-stakeholderevent.com/


Pre-print available on: https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/yv9e2/
20

https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/yv9e2/


https://au-eu-innovationfestival.service-facility.eu/

CAPE TOWN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER 
(CTICC)

#AUEU  #InnovationFestival

#InnovationAgenda  #MakingItHappen

#PositiveAgenda
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https://au-eu-innovationfestival.service-facility.eu/


22

Agora session on 

Women-led

innovations

Agora session on 

Youth-led

innovations

AU-EU Innovation Fair

– Meet the Innovators

ENRICH in Africa –

Open Innovation 

Challenge
‘Permanent booths’

of exhibitors

High-level institutional

opening

© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)

© V. Lorusso (2023)
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https://www.enrichinafrica.com/


23

AU-EU Innovation Agenda

Main Next Steps Ahead

• Full adoption of the Agenda by September 2023.

• Starting of the implementation thereafter. 

• Large virtual event to include training, experience-sharing, matchmaking, networking before

the end of the year (Nov-Dec. 2023) in continuity with the AU-EU Innovation Festival.

• Launch and roll-out of several initiatives to contribute to the implementation of the

Innovation Agenda.

• Several follow-up communication actions stemming from last year’s Stakeholder Event and 

this year’s AU-EU Innovation Festival. 

• Stay updated and engage through our website.

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/eu-africa-cooperation_en


Africa Initiative II

• Building on the positive outcome of the Africa Initiative I of Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021-2022.

• A total budget of ~300 MEUR through ~30 topics under calls for proposals to boost EU-Africa cooperation

on Research & Innovation (R&I). 

• Enabling the implementation of the short-term and medium-term actions of the AU-EU Innovation Agenda, 

aiming to translate R&I into tangible positive impact on the ground, particularly in the areas of 1:

1. Green Transition (260 MEUR)

2. Innovation & Technology (35 MEUR)

3. Capacities for Science (9 MEUR)

• Adoption of Horizon Europe Work Programme: 6 December 2022

EU funding & tenders’ portal → calls for proposals from “Africa Initiative”

In the 2nd Work Programme of Horizon Europe 

2023-2024

24
1 The AU-EU R&I priority area of Public Health will be primarily addressed through the calls of the Work Programme 2023

of the Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;programCcm2Id=43108390;crossCuttingPriorityCode=Africa;
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Capacities for Science 
+ Innovation & Technology
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Horizon Europe 

Thematic 

Cluster

Topics
Action 

type

Budget

(MEUR)
Year

AU-EU R&I 

Cooperation 

Priority Area

Research 

infrastructure

1. Strengthen the bilateral cooperation on 

research infrastructures with Africa
CSA 1.5 2024

Capacities

for Science /

Innovation

& Technology

European

Innovation 

Ecosystems

(EIE)

2. The African Union-European Union 

Innovation Platform
CSA 2.5 2024

Digital, Industry

and Space

(Cluster 4)

3. R&I cooperation with Sub-Saharan Africa CSA 2 2023

4. Promoting EU standards globally CSA 3 2023

5. Earth Observation platform, products and 

services for raw materials
IA 20 2023

Innovation

& Technology6. Designing space-based downstream 

applications with international partners
RIA 6 2023

CSA = Coordination and Support Action

IA = Innovation Action 

RIA = Research & Innovation Action



Green Transition, 1 of 2 
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Horizon 

Europe 

Thematic 

Cluster

Topics
Action

type
Year

Budget

(MEUR)

Climate, 

Energy 

and 

Mobility

(Cluster 5)

7. Needs-based adaptation to climate change in Africa RIA 2023 10

8. Next generation low-emission, climate-resilient pathways and NDCs for a future

aligned with the Paris Agreement
RIA 2024 14

9. Technologies for sustainable, cost-efficient and low carbon footprint downstream

processing & production of battery-grade materials (Batt4EU Partnership)
RIA 2023 21

10. Hybrid electric energy storage solutions for grid support and charging infrastructure

(Batt4EU Partnership)
IA 2023 12

11. Non-Li Sustainable Batteries with European Supply Chains for Stationary Storage

(Batt4EU Partnership)
IA 2024 21

12. Development of microalgae and/or direct solar fuel production and purification

technologies for advanced aviation and /or shipping fuels
RIA 2023 8

13. Accelerating the green transition and energy access in Africa IA 2023 20

14. Africa-EU CO-FUND action
Co-fund 

Action
2024 10

15. Improvement of light harvesting and carbon fixation with synthetic biology and/or bio-

inspired//biomimetic pathways for renewable direct solar fuels production
RIA 2024 8

16. Frugal zero-emission vehicles concepts for the urban passenger challenge

(2ZERO Partnership)
IA 2023 12

Missions

17. Mission Ocean & waters and Mission Soil Deal for Europe – Joint demonstration of

approaches and solutions to address nutrient pollution in the landscape-river-sea

system in the Mediterranean sea basin

IA 2023 16
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Green Transition, 2 of 2 

*Topic with implications in Public Health too. 

Horizon 

Europe 

Thematic 

Cluster

Topics
Action

type
Year

Budget

(MEUR)

Food, 

Bioeconomy, 

Natural 

Resources, 

Agriculture 

and 

Environment

(Cluster 6)

18. European partnership on sustainable food systems for people, planet and climate
Co-fund 

Action
2023 45

19. EU-African Union cooperation – linking the activities of the Food and Nutrition

Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership and those of the Pan-

African Network for Economic Analysis of Policies (PANAP)

CSA 2023 4

20. Support for the implementation of a sustainable platform for the EU-AU

cooperation under the Food and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture

(FNSSA) partnership

CSA 2023 4

21. Support to the markets and trade of agroecological food products under the Food

and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) partnership
IA 2023 7

22. EU-Africa Union – food safety* RIA 2023 10

23. Reinforcing science policy support with IPBES and IPCC for better

interconnected biodiversity and climate policies
CSA 2023 4

24. EU-African Union cooperation on agroforestry management for climate change

adaptation and mitigation
RIA 2024 18

25. EU-African Union – towards climate-neutral, social just fair trade food systems RIA 2024 9

26. Supporting the All-Atlantic Ocean Research and Innovation Alliance and

Declaration
CSA 2024 4

27. Bio-based solutions for humanitarian applications CSA 2023 3

*Topic with implications in Public Health too. 



Example from Horizon Europe Funding & Tenders’ portal
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EU funding & tenders’ portal → calls for proposals from “Africa Initiative”

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;programCcm2Id=43108390;crossCuttingPriorityCode=Africa;


Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
(MSCA)

30

• The EU flagship programme for researchers’ mobility

and training through the development of excellent 

doctoral programmes, collaborative research and 

fellowship schemes, contribute to excellent research 

and a highly skilled research-based human capital. 

See: https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions

https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions


Examples of successful EU-AU R&I Partnerships

• The European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP):

─ Main initiative AU-EU cooperation in global health research, tackling poverty-related infectious diseases in sub-

Saharan Africa

─ Joint investment of 1.4 BEUR, 417 projects funded until EDCTP2 + 1.6 BEUR for the ongoing Global Health EDCTP3 Joint

Undertaking (0.8 BEUR from EU, 0.4 BEUR from the EDCTP Association and 0.4 BEUR from other contributing) 

─ 14 EU and 20 AU countries; 178 EU and 321 AU partners involved

Public 

Health

• R&I Partnership on Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) channeled a joint investment of 710 

MEUR for over 300 projects thus far, on four priorities:

1) Sustainable intensification

2) Agriculture and food systems for nutrition

3) Expansion and improvement of agricultural trade and markets

4) Cross-cutting topics

─ 27 EU and 47 AU countries, 875 EU and 557 AU partners involved

• R&I Partnership on Climate Change Sustainable Energy (CCSE), with an investment of 106 MEUR for climate services, 

renewable energy and energy efficiency which will support adaptation and mitigation efforts in various sectors for Africa and

implementation of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

─ 11 projects funded thus far. 11 EU and 20 AU countries, 150 EU and 105 AU partners involved.

Green 

Transition

Innovation

& Technology

• ENRICH in Africa (EiA) - Horizon 2020 project (2021-2023) developing a network of innovation incubators and accelerators:

10 from Africa and 10 from Europe.

─ Over 100 entrepreneurs supported thus far, exploring the needs of companies willing to expand into Africa or Europe. 

─ Over 350 members of the EiA community: 227 companies (60% from Africa and 40% from Europe), 80 investors, 51 

business support organisations, a EiA Centre opened in Cape Town, South Africa. 

31

https://www.edctp.org/
https://www.globalhealth-edctp3.eu/
https://library.wur.nl/WebQuery/leap4fnssa-projects/partnership?record-status=complete
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/eu-africa-cooperation/partnership-climate-change-and-sustainable-energy-ccse_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101004709
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One-stop shop for 

researchers and 

innovators seeking 

to advance their 

careers and 

personal 

development by 

moving to other 

countries. 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
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https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/africa/events/horizonte-europa-evento-de-lancamento-online-foco-no-programa-2023-2024-de
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/africa/


Some real-life examples

HORIZON EUROPE FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME
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Glossary of terms

Impact Wider long term effects on society (including the environment), the economy and science, enabled by the outcomes of R&I investments (long 

term). It refers to the specific contribution of the project to the work programme expected impacts described in the destination. Impacts generally 

occur some time after the end of the project. 

Objectives The goals of the work performed within the project, in terms of its research and innovation content. This will be translated into the project’s 

results. These may range from tackling specific research questions, demonstrating the feasibility of an innovation, sharing knowledge among 

stakeholders on specific issues. The nature of the objectives will depend on the type of action, and the scope of the topic.

Outcomes The expected effects, over the medium term, of projects supported under a given topic.  The results of a project should contribute to these 

outcomes, fostered in particular by the dissemination and exploitation measures. This may include the uptake, diffusion, deployment, and/or use 

of the project’s results by direct target groups. Outcomes generally occur during or shortly after the end of the project.

Pathway to 

impact

Logical steps towards the achievement of the expected impacts of the project over time, in particular beyond the duration of a project. A pathway 

begins with the projects’ results, to their dissemination, exploitation and communication, contributing to the expected outcomes in the work 

programme topic, and ultimately to the wider scientific, economic and societal impacts of the work programme destination. 

Research 

output

Results generated by the action to which access can be given in the form of scientific publications, data or other engineered deliverables and 

processes such as software, algorithms, protocols and electronic notebooks.

Results What is generated during the project implementation. This may include, for example, know-how, innovative solutions, algorithms, proof of 

feasibility, new business models, policy recommendations, guidelines, prototypes, demonstrators, databases and datasets, trained researchers, 

new infrastructures, networks, etc. Most project results (inventions, scientific works, etc.) are ‘Intellectual Property’, which may, if appropriate, be 

protected by formal ‘Intellectual Property Rights’.
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Types of actions

Research 

and 

innovation 

action (RIA)

Activities to establish new knowledge or 

to explore the feasibility of a new or 

improved technology, product, process, 

service or solution. 

This may include basic and applied 

research, technology development and 

integration, testing, demonstration and 

validation of a small-scale prototype in a 

laboratory or simulated environment.

Innovation 

action (IA)

One step forward, the in R&D process, 

compared to RIA – Activities to produce 

plans and arrangements or designs 

for new, altered or improved products, 

processes or services.

These activities may include 

prototyping, testing, demonstrating, 

piloting, large-scale product validation

and market replication.

Coordination 

and support 

actions (CSA)

Activities that contribute to the objectives of Horizon Europe. This excludes R&I activities, except those 

carried out under the ‘Widening participation and spreading excellence’ component of the programme (part 

of ‘Widening participation and strengthening the European Research Area’). 

Also eligible are bottom-up coordination actions which promote cooperation between legal entities from 

Member States and Associated Countries to strengthen the European Research Area, and which receive no 

EU co-funding for research activities.
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Where a topic description refers to a TRL, the following definitions apply, unless otherwise specified: 

• TRL 1 – basic principles observed

• TRL 2 – technology concept formulated

• TRL 3 – experimental proof of concept

• TRL 4 – technology validated in lab

• TRL 5 – technology validated in relevant environment (industrially relevant environment in the case of key enabling 

technologies) 

• TRL 6 – technology demonstrated in relevant environment (industrially relevant environment in the case of key enabling 

technologies)

• TRL 7 – system prototype demonstration in operational environment

• TRL 8 – system complete and qualified

• TRL 9 – actual system proven in operational environment (competitive manufacturing in the case of key enabling 

technologies; or in space)

Technology Readiness Level (TRL)
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47 Link to the topic here

Example #2

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-infra-2024-dev-01-02;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=Africa;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


48
48



49



50



51



52



The Evaluation Process

HORIZON EUROPE FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME
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Experts assess 

proposals individually. 

Minimum of 3 experts 

per proposal 

(but often more, e.g. 5). 

All individual experts 

discuss together to agree 

on a common position, 

including comments and 

scores for each proposal. 

The panel of experts 

reach an agreement on 

the scores and 

comments for all 

proposals within a call, 

checking consistency 

across the evaluations.

if necessary, resolve 

cases where evaluators 

were unable to agree.

Rank the proposals with 

the same score

Individual 

evaluation
(by 

independent 

experts)

Consensus 

group
(by 

independent 

experts)

Panel 

review Finalisation

The Commission/Agency 

reviews the results of the 

experts’ evaluation and 

puts together the final 

ranking list.

Receipt of 

proposals

Admissibility/eligibility 

check

Allocation of proposals 

to evaluators

Standard evaluation process
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● Observers may be appointed to check the functioning and

running of the overall process.



Admissibility, eligibility checks and 
additional requirements

Eligibility is checked by EU staff. If you spot an issue, please inform the EU staff.

● Eligible activities are the ones described in the call conditions.

● Minimum number of partners as set out in the call conditions (at least one independent legal entity established in a MS, and, at least 

two other independent legal entities established either in a MS or AC).

● For calls with deadlines in 2022 and onwards participants that are public bodies, research organisations or higher education 

establishments from Members States and Associated countries must have a gender equality plan (GEP) in place. 

The GEP is not part of the evaluation criteria, evaluators should not look into it. The existence of a GEP is checked internally by staff.

● Other criteria may apply on a call-by-call basis as set out in the call conditions. In few cases, the call conditions in the topic can 

modify the interpretation of criteria.

Admissibility is checked by EU staff.

● Applications must be complete and contain all parts and mandatory annexes and supporting documents.

● Applications must be readable, accessible and printable. 

● Applications must include a plan for the exploitation and dissemination of results including communication activities (n/a for 

applications at the first stage of two-stage procedures or unless otherwise provided in the specific call conditions).

● Specific page limits per type of action normally apply (specified in the topic conditions and controlled by IT tool). 
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Evaluation (award) criteria

● Evaluation criteria are adapted to each type of action, as specified in the Work Programme

● Overall minimum score of 13/15.

● Each criterion includes the ‘aspects to be taken into account’. The same aspect is not included in 

different criteria, so it is not assessed twice.

● Open Science practices are assessed as part of the scientific methodology in the excellence 

criterion. 

Three evaluation criteria:

1. Excellence

2. Impact

3. Quality and efficiency of the implementation
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Evaluation criteria (RIAs and IAs)

QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness of the 

work plan, assessment of risks, 

and appropriateness of the effort 

assigned to work packages, and 

the resources overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each 

participant, and extent to which 

the consortium as a whole brings

together the necessary expertise.

EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, 

and the extent to which the proposed work is 

ambitious, and goes beyond the state-of-the-art.

✓ Soundness of the proposed methodology, including 

the underlying concepts, models, assumptions, inter-

disciplinary approaches, appropriate consideration of 

the gender dimension in research and innovation 

content, and the quality of open science practices 

including sharing and management of research 

outputs and engagement of citizens, civil society and 

end users where appropriate.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to achieve 

the expected outcomes and impacts 

specified in the work programme, and 

the likely scale and significance of the 

contributions due to the project.

✓ Suitability and quality of the measures 

to maximize expected outcomes and 

impacts, as set out in the dissemination 

and exploitation plan, including 

communication activities.

Proposals aspects are assessed to the extent that the proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic

Research 

and 

innovation 

action 

(RIA)

Activities to establish new knowledge or to 

explore the feasibility of a new or improved 

technology, product, process, service or solution. 

This may include basic and applied research, 

technology development and integration, testing, 

demonstration and validation of a small-scale 

prototype in a laboratory or simulated 

environment.

Innovation 

action (IA)

Activities to produce plans and arrangements 

or designs for new, altered or improved 

products, processes or services.

These activities may include prototyping, 

testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale 

product validation and market replication.
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Evaluation criteria (CSAs)

QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness of the work 

plan, assessment of risks, and 

appropriateness of the effort assigned to 

work packages, and the resources overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each participant, 

and extent to which the consortium as a 

whole brings together the necessary 

expertise.

EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence 

of the project’s 

objectives.

✓ Quality of the 

proposed 

coordination and/or 

support measures, 

including soundness of 

methodology.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to achieve the 

expected outcomes and impacts specified 

in the work programme, and the likely scale 

and significance of the contributions due to 

the project.

✓ Suitability and quality of the measures to 

maximize expected outcomes and 

impacts, as set out in the dissemination and 

exploitation plan, including communication 

activities.

Proposals aspects are assessed to the extent that the proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic

Coordination 

and support 

actions 

(CSA)

Activities that contribute to the objectives of Horizon Europe. This excludes R&I activities, except those carried 

out under the ‘Widening participation and spreading excellence’ component of the programme (part of ‘Widening 

participation and strengthening the European Research Area’). 

Also eligible are bottom-up coordination actions which promote cooperation between legal entities from Member 

States and Associated Countries to strengthen the European Research Area, and which receive no EU co-funding 

for research activities.

58



Evaluation criteria (CoFund)

Proposals aspects are assessed to the extent that the proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic

Programme 

co-fund 

actions 

(CoFund)

A programme of activities established or implemented by legal entities managing or funding R&I programmes, 

other than EU funding bodies. Such a programme of activities may support: networking and coordination; 

research; innovation; pilot actions; innovation and market deployment; training and mobility; awareness raising 

and communication; and dissemination and exploitation. 

It may also provide any relevant financial support, such as grants, prizes and procurement, as well as Horizon 

Europe blended finance13 or a combination thereof. The actions may be implemented by the beneficiaries 

directly or by providing financial support to third parties.

QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness of the 

work plan, assessment of risks, 

and appropriateness of the effort 

assigned to work packages, and 

the resources overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each 

participant, and extent to which 

the consortium as a whole brings

together the necessary expertise.

EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence of the project’s objectives, 

and the extent to which the proposed work is 

ambitious, and goes beyond the state-of-the-art.

✓ Soundness of the proposed methodology, including 

the underlying concepts, models, assumptions, inter-

disciplinary approaches, appropriate consideration of 

the gender dimension in research and innovation 

content, and the quality of open science practices 

including sharing and management of research 

outputs and engagement of citizens, civil society and 

end users where appropriate.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to achieve 

the expected outcomes and impacts 

specified in the work programme, and 

the likely scale and significance of the 

contributions due to the project.

✓ Suitability and quality of the measures 

to maximize expected outcomes and 

impacts, as set out in the dissemination 

and exploitation plan, including 

communication activities.
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Evaluation criteria (PCPs and PPIs)

QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION

✓ Quality and effectiveness of the 

work plan, assessment of risks, 

and appropriateness of the effort 

assigned to work packages, and 

the resources overall.

✓ Capacity and role of each 

participant, and extent to which 

the consortium as a whole brings

together the necessary expertise.

EXCELLENCE

✓ Clarity and pertinence of the 

objectives, and the extent to which 

they are ambitious, and go beyond 

the state-of-the-art in terms of the 

degree of innovation that is needed 

to satisfy the procurement need.

✓ Soundness of the proposed 

methodology, taking into account

the underlying concepts and 

assumptions.

IMPACT

✓ Credibility of the pathways to achieve the expected 

outcomes and impacts specified in the work programme.

✓ Suitability and quality of the measures to maximise

expected outcomes and impacts, as set out in the 

dissemination and exploitation (*) plan, including 

communication activities.

(*) For PCP actions and PPI actions, the exploitation of results by the 

beneficiaries means primarily the use that is made of the innovative 

solutions by the procurers/end-users. The manufacturing and sale of the 

innovative solutions are performed by the suppliers of the solutions, which 

are not beneficiaries but subcontractors.

Proposals aspects are assessed to the extent that the proposed work is within the scope of the work programme topic

Activities that aim to help a transnational buyers’ group to 

strengthen the public procurement of research, 

development, validation and, possibly, the first deployment 

of new solutions that can significantly improve quality and 

efficiency in areas of public interest, while opening market 

opportunities for industry and researchers active in Europe. 

Eligible activities include the preparation, management and 

follow-up, under the coordination of a lead procurer, of one 

joint PCP and additional activities to embed the PCP into a 

wider set of demand-side activities.

Pre-

commercial 

procurement 

actions/ 

(PCP) 

Public 

procurement 

of innovative 

solutions 

actions (PPI) 

Activities that aim to strengthen the ability of a transnational 

buyers’ group to deploy innovative solutions early by 

overcoming the fragmentation of demand for such solutions 

and sharing the risks and costs of acting as early adopters, 

while opening market opportunities for industry. 

Eligible activities include preparing and implementing, under 

the coordination of a lead procurer, one joint or several 

coordinated PPI by the buyers’ group and additional 

activities to embed the PPI into a wider set of demand-side 

activities.
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Evaluating the Excellence criterion (1/2)

Assess the project’s objectives:

● Are they clear and pertinent to the topic?

● Are they measurable and verifiable?

● Are they realistically achievable?

● Is the proposed work ambitious and goes beyond the state-of-the-art?

● Does the proposal include ground-breaking R&I, novel concepts and approaches, new 

products, services or business and organisational models?

● Is the R&I maturity of the proposed work in line with the topic description?

Please bear in mind that advances beyond the state of the art must be interpreted in the light of the 

positioning of the project. For example, expectations will not be the same for RIAs at lower TRL, 

compared with Innovation Actions at high TRLs.

Following questions are adapted to RIA and IA type of 

actions (ToA). Similar questions will be asked for other 

ToAs, in line with the instructions in the specific 

applications forms.
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Evaluating the Excellence criterion (2/2)

Assess the scientific methodology:

● Is the scientific methodology (i.e. the concepts, models and assumptions that underpin the 

work) clear and sound? 

● Is it clear how expertise and methods from different disciplines will be brought together and 

integrated in pursuit of the objectives? if applicants justify that an inter-disciplinary approach is 

unnecessary, is it credible?

● Has the gender dimension in research and innovation content been properly taken into 

account?

● Are open science practices implemented as an integral part of the proposed methodology? 

● Is the research data management properly addressed?

● For topics indicating the need for the integration of social sciences and humanities, is the role of 

these disciplines properly addressed?

Following questions are adapted to RIA and IA type of 

actions (ToA). Similar questions will be asked for other 

ToAs, in line with the instructions in the specific 

applications forms.
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Open science practices include: 

● Early and open sharing of research (for example through 

preregistration, registered reports, pre-prints, or crowd-

sourcing).

● Research output management including research data 

management (RDM).

● Measures to ensure reproducibility of research outputs.

● Providing open access to research outputs (e.g.

publications, data, software, models, algorithms, and 

workflows) through deposition in trusted repositories.

● Participation in open peer review.

● Involving all relevant knowledge actors including citizens, 

civil society and end users in the co-creation of R&I 

agendas and contents (such as citizen science).

Open science is an approach based on open cooperative work and systematic sharing 

of knowledge and tools as early and widely as possible in the process, including active 

engagement of society.

Open 

Science

Open Science

Mandatory OS practices 

● Mandatory in all calls: Open access to publications; RDM in line with 

the FAIR principles including data management plans; open access to 

research data unless exceptions apply (‘as open as possible as 

closed as necessary’); access and/or information to research outputs 

and tools/instruments for validating conclusions of scientific 

publications and validating/re-using data.

● Additional obligations specific to certain work programme topics.

Reflect both in lower score when not sufficiently addressed

Recommended OS practices

● All open science practices beyond mandatory

Evaluate positively when sufficiently addressed

When OS practices (mandatory and recommended) are duly justified as not appropriate for the project, do not lower score for not 

addressing those practices 

Detailed guidance  for proposers and evaluators in the HE Programme Guide

Check support video in the portal!
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Addressing the gender dimension in research and innovation entails taking into 

account sex and gender in the whole research & innovation process.
Gender 

dimension

Under Horizon Europe the integration of the gender dimension into R&I content is mandatory, 

unless it is explicitly mentioned in the topic description as for example:

“In this topic the integration of the gender dimension (sex and gender analysis) in research and innovation content is 

not a mandatory requirement.”

Why is gender dimension important? It brings added value of research in terms of excellence, rigor, 

reproducibility, creativity and business opportunities It enhances the societal relevance of research and innovation 

● Why do we observe differences between women and men in infection levels and mortality rates in the COVID-19 pandemic? 

● Does it make sense to study cardiovascular diseases only on male animals and on men, or osteoporosis only on women? 

● Does it make sense to design car safety equipment only on the basis of male body standards? 

● Is it responsible to develop AI products that spread gender and racial biases due to a lack of diversity in the data used in 

training AI applications? 

● Is it normal that household travel surveys, and thus mobility analysis and transport planning, underrate trips performed as part

of caring work? 

● Did you know that pheromones given off by men experimenters, but not women, induce a stress response in laboratory mice 

sufficient to trigger pain relief? 

● Did you know that climate change is affecting sex determination in a number of marine species and that certain populations 

are now at risk of extinction?

Gender dimension in R&I content

Detailed guidance for evaluators and proposers is provided in the Horizon Europe Programme Guide

Check support video in the portal!
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Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH)

Assessing the effective contribution of social science and humanities 

disciplines and expertise as part of the scientific methodology of the 

project.

Social Sciences 

and Humanities

Many societal challenges that need to be addressed through research and innovation are too complex to be overcome by a single scientific discipline. 

Technical solutions are often preconditions for new policy outcomes, but in themselves insufficient to have a meaningful impact. The lasting societal 

impacts that policy-makers seek are often equally reliant on insights from social sciences and the humanities. A few examples:

● Social sciences (law, ethics, psychology, political sciences…) are an essential component of the research responses to public health 

emergencies. 

● Economics and political science are major components of projects focusing on socio-economic evaluation of climate-change impact.

● Psychology, cultural considerations, ethics and religion are essential to improve the support to palliative care patients.

● Linguistics, cultural studies and ethics are an important part of projects aiming to develop AI enhanced robotic system and improve 

human/robot interaction.

● Economics and social sciences are essential to devise effective measures of recovery after the Covid-19 pandemic.

When the integration of SSH is required, applicants have to show the roles of these disciplines or provide a 

justification if they consider that it is not relevant for their project. A proposal without a sufficient 

contribution/integration of SSH research and competences will receive a lower evaluation score.

Why integrating social sciences and humanity matters?

Check support video in the portal!
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In line with the European Green Deal objectives, economic activities should not 

make a significant harm to any of the six environmental objectives (EU Taxonomy 

Regulation)

European 

Green Deal

Climate change adaptation

Transition to a circular economy

Sustainable use & protection of water & 

marine resources

Climate change mitigation

Protection and restoration of biodiversity 

& ecosystems

Pollution prevention & control

The six environmental objectives :

Do no significant harm principle (DNSH)

● Applicants can refer to the DNSH principle 

when presenting their research methodology and 

the expected impacts of the project, to show that 

their project will not carry out activities that make 

a significant harm to any of the six environmental 

objectives of the EU Taxonomy Regulation.

● However, evaluators will not score applications 

in relation to their compliance with the DNSH 

principle unless explicitly stated in the work 

programme (currently, this is the case only for 

actions in the European Innovation Council Work 

Programme 2021). 

Check support video in the portal!
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Evaluating the impact criterion (1/2)

Assess the proposed pathways towards impact:

● Is the contribution of the project towards the 1) expected outcomes of the topic and  2) the 

wider impacts, in the longer term, as specified in the respective destinations of the WP, 

credible?

● Are potential barriers to the expected outcomes and impacts identified (i.e. other R&I work 

within and beyond Horizon Europe; regulatory environment; targeted markets; user behavior), 

and mitigation measures proposed? Is any potential negative environmental outcome or impact 

(including when expected results are brought at scale, such as at commercial level) identified? 

Is the management of the potential negative impacts properly described?

● Are the scale and significance of the project’s contribution to the expected outcomes and 

impacts estimated and quantified (including baselines, benchmarks and assumptions used for 

those estimates)?

o Scale’ refers to how widespread the outcomes and impacts are likely to be. For example, in terms of the size of the 

target group, or the proportion of that group, that should benefit over time; 

o ‘Significance’ refers to the importance, or value, of those benefits. For example, number of additional healthy life 

years; efficiency savings in energy supply.

Following questions are adapted to RIA and IA type of 

actions (ToA). Similar questions will be asked for other 

ToAs, in line with the instructions in the specific 

applications forms.

67



Evaluating the impact criterion (2/2)

Assess the measures to maximise impact –

Dissemination, exploitation and communication:

● Are the proposed dissemination, exploitation and communication measures suitable for 

the project and of good quality? All measures should be proportionate to the scale of the 

project, and should contain concrete actions to be implemented both during and after the end 

of the project.

● Are the target groups (e.g. scientific community, end users, financial actors, public at large) 

for these measures identified?

● Is the strategy for the management of Intellectual Property properly outlined and suitable to  

support exploitation of results?

o If exploitation is expected primarily in non-associated third countries, is it properly justified 

how that exploitation is still in the Union’s interest?

Following questions are adapted to RIA and IA type of 

actions (ToA). Similar questions will be asked for other 

ToAs, in line with the instructions in the specific 

applications forms.
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How applicants describe the impact

…by thinking about the specific contribution the project can 

make to the expected outcomes and impacts set out in the 

Work Programme.

Project’s 

pathway towards 

impact

Implementation Effects

HE grant, 

human 

resources, 

expertise, etc.   

Successful large-scale 

demonstration trial with 3 airports of 

an advanced forecasting system for 

proactive airport passenger flow 

management 

At least 9 European 

airports adopt the advanced 

forecasting system that was 

demonstrated during the 

project

Other expected outcomes 
Other expected impacts  

PROJECT’S 

RESULTS PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE EXPECTED OUTCOME

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE EXPECTED IMPACT 

Increase max. passenger 

capacity by 15% and 

passenger average throughput 

by 10%, leading to a 28% 

reduction in infrastructure 

expansion costs 

Other project results

DISSEMINATION 

& EXPLOITATION
INPUTS

Work Programme impact : 

“Seamless, smart, inclusive and 

sustainable mobility services”

Work Programme outcome:  “Innovative 

accessibility and logistics solutions 

applied by the European Transport 

sector”
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Management of intellectual property (IP)

Each Horizon Europe beneficiary shall use its best efforts to exploit the results it owns, or to have them 

exploited by another legal entity, in particular through the transfer and licensing of results. In this 

respect beneficiaries are required to adequately protect their results – if possible and justified – taking 

account of possible prospects for commercial exploitation and any other legitimate interest.

● Should be comprehensive and feasible and should include protection measures whenever relevant. 

● Should be commensurate with the described pathways to outcomes and impacts and therefore underpins the ‘credibility’ of these

pathways.

● Should consider ‘freedom to operate’ regarding the background owned by consortium members and/or third parties outside the 

consortium.

● Should give due thought to balancing between publication of results and plans to protect IP, e.g. in terms of timing the respective 

activities, involvement of IP experts.

● If exploitation is expected primarily in non-associated third countries, it must include justifications on how that exploitation is still in the 

Union’s interest.

● if required in the call conditions, it must consider additional exploitation obligations in relation to IP.

The provision of a results ownership list is mandatory at the end of a project.

The strategy for IP management in a proposal

Check support video in the portal!
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Evaluating the Quality of implementation (1/2)

Assess the proposed work plan, and the effort and resources:

● Is the work plan of good quality and effective? 

● Does it include quantified information so that progress can be monitored?

● Does it follow a logic structure (for example regarding the timing of work packages)?

● Are the resources allocated to the work packages in line with their objectives and 

deliverables?

● Are critical risks, relating to project implementation, identified and proper risk mitigation 

measures proposed?

Do not penalize applicants that did not provide detailed breakdown of costs as they are not 

required. 

Exception: In the case of lumps sums, there is a requirement of a detailed budget table. 

Following questions are adapted to RIA and IA 

type of actions (ToA). Similar questions will be 

asked for other ToAs, in line with the instructions 

in the specific applications forms.
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Evaluating the Quality of implementation (2/2)

Assess the quality of participants and the consortium as a whole: 
(Note that important information on role of individual participants 

and previous experience is included in part A of proposal)

● Does the consortium match the project’s objectives, and bring together the necessary disciplinary and inter-

disciplinary knowledge. 

● Does the consortium include expertise in open science practices, and gender aspects of R&I, as appropriate?

● For topics flagged as SSH relevant, does the consortium include expertise in social sciences and humanities?

● Do the partners have access to critical infrastructure needed to carry out the project activities?

● Are the participants complementing one another (and cover the value chain, where appropriate) 

● In what way does each of them contribute to the project? Does each of them have a valid role, and adequate 

resources in the project to fulfil that role (so they have sufficient operational capacity)? 

● Is there industrial/commercial involvement in the project to ensure exploitation of the results?

Participants’ previous publications, in particular journal articles, are expected to be open access and existing datasets 

FAIR and ‘as open as possible, as closed as necessary'. Evaluate positively if this is sufficiently addressed. 

Following questions are adapted to 

RIA and IA type of actions (ToA). 

Similar questions will be asked for 

other ToAs, in line with the 

instructions in the specific 

applications forms.
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• Read all sections of the call (topic description included) thoroughly – every word matters!

• Alignment with EU policies, values and principles of multilateral dialogue on R&I

• International cooperation to tackle common challenges, developing mutually beneficial solutions

• Gender dimension

• Open Science

• Multi-disciplinary and multi-actor approach

• Clear objectives; methodology / implementation plan; 

pathway to and assessment of impact

• Clear role for each project consortium member:

‒ What added value does each member bring?

‒ Resources allocation need to specific and well-justified

Bringing it all together:
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• EU-Africa Cooperation in Research and Innovation

• AU-EU High-Level Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology and Innovation

• EU-Africa R&I Cooperation Factsheet

• Horizon Europe website

• Africa Initiative I Factsheet 

• Joint AU-EU Innovation Agenda: Presentation, Promotional Video, Working Document and Pre-print of Commentary Paper

• International Cooperation website

• Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) Portal

• Euro-MED Factsheet

• Horizon Europe Funding & Tenders’ Portal

• National Contact Points (NCPs) Portal

• Coronavirus Global R&I Collaboration Portal

Follow us, engage and keep up to date via:
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/eu-africa-cooperation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/eu-africa-cooperation/governance-structure-hlpd_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/he_africa_cooperation_outlinefactsheet_a4_v2.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/483efef5-cd83-11eb-ac72-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-214473085
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/events/documents/au-eu_innovation_agenda_som_presentation.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHxpvPPfBK8
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-02/final_au-eu_ia_14_february.pdf
https://osf.io/preprints/africarxiv/yv9e2/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/international-cooperation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/europe-world/international-cooperation/mediterranean_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/inco_eu-mediterranean_factsheet_a4-v7.pdf
https://www.horizoneuropencpportal.eu/
https://coronavirus-global-collaboration.ec.europa.eu/
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Thank you!
@EUScienceInnov

#EUAfrica  #HorizonEU

#AfricaInitiative2
vincenzo.LORUSSO@ec.europa.eu

@VincenLorusso

mailto:vincenzo.LORUSSO@ec.europa.eu

